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Thanks to Andrew Wilkie MHR for assistance in printing this community newsletter 

Fern Tree Community Association Inc., 8 Stephenson Place, Fern Tree. GST Registered. ABN 88 577 475 907.  

The Fern Tree Community Association is a non-profit group set up to serve and represent the community of Fern 

Tree. Meetings that are open to all residents elect a committee each year to conduct the association’s business. 

Address all correspondence to: The Secretary, Fern Tree Community Association, 8 Stephenson Pl, Fern Tree, 7054 

or email secretary@ferntree.tas.au. Community website: ferntree.tas.au 

Upcoming Events 

Bonfire Night 
Sunday 1st July 

5pm-7pm 
Community Centre 

 

Bushcare 
Sunday 9th Jul 
10am-12.30pm 

Meet @top of Grays Rd 

Meal and a Movie 
Saturday August 12th 

From 6.30pm 
Community Centre 

 

Bushcare 
Sunday 13th Aug 

10am-12.30pm 
Meet @top of Grays Rd 

 

Bushcare 
Sunday 10th Sep 

10am-12.30pm 
Meet @Stephenson Pl. 

 

Table Tennis 
Wednesdays 

7.30-9pm 
At Community Centre 

FERN TREE PLAYGROUP 
It takes a village to raise a child, and connecting with families in the community 
through a community playgroup is a great place to start. 
At Playgroup kids have the reassurance of being with their parent or carer as they learn 
to interact socially, build their confidence, and have fun learning through play. It gives 
parents and carers a chance to share experiences with others in similar situations. It’s 
an opportunity to make new friends, learn from one another and develop a supportive 
local network. Sometimes it is a great excuse just to get out of the house, which can be 
especially important during winter. 
 

Our Fern Tree Playgroup meets every Wednesday morning from 9:30 -11:30 at the 
Fern Tree Community Centre. It is a relaxed and unstructured get-together for parents/
carers and children, run by parents. We meet in the Community Centre, which is a 
very warm and comfortable venue with a welcoming atmosphere. 
Fern Tree playgroup is involved with the ‘Play Baby' initiative run by Playgroups 
Tasmania. It’s an initiative focused on engaging families who have new babies, and 
encouraging them to discover playgroup early on. As part of this they have gifted us 
some new equipment to set up an especially baby friendly zone and some beautiful 
new toys specifically for babies to explore and enjoy. 
 

If you’d like to join us, attendance is free, we just ask that you bring along a snack to 
share for morning tea, tea and coffee are provided. See you there! 
 

Baby Change Table 
Fern Tree Playgroup is looking for a baby change table. If you have one you would 

like to donate, it would be most appreciated, and well used. 
Please contact Noella 0423 384 719 
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MAO’S LAST DANCER 

Saturday 1st July  
5pm-7pm 

 

Fern Tree Community Centre  
All welcome!  

 

Sausage sizzle at nominal cost, bonfire and free sparklers (no fireworks)  
Our local fire brigade will be there  

Toast marshmallows, make or bring a lantern and join in a Lantern Parade - 
some materials provided. 

 

(Find plenty of ideas about how to make a tea-light lantern on the internet – or try 
this simple, safe one made from a plastic milk bottle  – check out the 4-minute  

tutorial at https://open.abc.net.au/explore/3254 ) 

On October 31st this year, it will be the 100th Anniversary of the Charge of the 
Light Horsemen at Beersheba.  The attack by the Australian 4th Light Horse Brigade  
was even more remarkable as the Australians were not trained in cavalry charges, but 

nonetheless seized the town and broke the Turkish line in Palestine (Israel). 

To commemorate this our Meal & a Movie this year  is the Australian film; 

The Lighthorsemen 
 

Saturday 12th August,  6.30pm 
at the Community Centre.  

Dinner provided, followed by the movie. 
Cost: $15 for meal 

Tea, coffee available, BYO wine etc. 
Bookings: secretary@ferntree.tas.au 

https://open.abc.net.au/explore/3254
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The FTCA AGM was held on April 26th 
with a good turnout on a bitterly cold 
night. The retiring President, Eric Cave, 
was thanked for his contribution, and in 
turn he thanked the outgoing committee 
for their support. A new committee was 
elected, a mixture of continuing 
members and new faces. 
Congratulations to: 
President – Bridget Jupe; Vice President 
– Eric Cave; Secretary – Toby Rowallan; 
Treasurer – David Roberts; 8 Committee 
members – Rob Beedham, Clive Calver, 
Maria Demange, Bruce Dudman, Una 
Harbinson, Rebecca Johnson, Mike 
Sumner and Laurel Trebilco. 
The guest speaker, Ranger Ben 
Masterman, gave a very interesting 
insight into his work in Mount 
Wellington Park, including the dangers 
facing walkers and riders on the 
mountain.  
 
 

Report on Book Fair April 2nd  
The FTCA Committee is grateful to all 
who helped to make this a successful 
event, with over $800 raised for the 
Association. The Autumn Book Fair will 
be held in September. 
 
 

Fern Tree Under Fire display 
If you missed this exhibition over 
summer about Fern Tree's experience 
during the 1967 bushfires, you can catch 
up at one of the southern Tasmanian 
LINCs, where it's now doing the rounds. 
It's already had a month each at Rosny 
and Glenorchy, and is currently at the 
Huon LINC until the end of June. It will 
be at Kingston LINC through 
September, and will be installed at 
Hobart LINC in early November. 
Thanks to Sandy Boyer for organising 
the venues, also to Terry and Doreen 
Gill and Peter Boyer for their work in 
installing them. 
 

Fern Tree Fire Brigade News 
A 2004 Toyota Land Cruiser 4x4 light 
tanker r ecently replaced our  older  
2000 model.  The advantages of the 
change included, a much increased 
stowage capacity for firefighting 
equipment and a vastly superior pump.  
The pump has a more flexible operating 
range of 800 l./min. @ 200 kPa for rapid 
tank filling, to 200 l/min. @ 700 kPa. for 
economic water use when firefighting. 
Long service of Brigade members was 
recently recognised.  The new Tasmania 
Fire Service Chief Officer Chris Arnol 
was on hand to make the following 
presentations: 
25 year National Medal clasp to former 
brigade member Chris Salmon, for 
combined brigade service at Fern Tree 
and at Kalgoorlie (WA); 
and 10 year Long Service Badge to 
Firefighter Geoff Clark. 
Congratulations to them both for their 
service to our community. 
The TFS Fuel Reduction Unit 
program has continued this Autumn.  
The most immediate activity in our area 
has been the treatment of an 11 ha. site 
on Cascade Brewery land on the 
Southern side of Huon Rd., between 
Strickland Ave. and Turnip Fields Rd.  
This hill top was fuel reduced to lower 
the impact on Turnip Fields, from fires 
approaching from the North-West. 
Garry Sullivan AFSM 
Brigade Chief 

Yoga with Catharine Errey 

$15 per class 
Wednesdays 6.00 - 7.20pm 

Til Jun 28th 
Classes resume Wed 28th August 

Fern Tree Community Centre  
New students ph: 0418 276 896 
or email: catherrey@gmail.com            
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Fern Tree Tavern 

Lunch and Dinner  

Open 11.30am till late 

Tuesday to Sunday 

(closed Monday) 

Playgroup 
Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.30am 
Fern Tree Community Centre  
Contact Noella:  0423 384 719  

Unique Toxic Weed Threat in Fern Tree 
A unique, rare and highly invasive environmental weed has been identified 
in a small area of Fern Tree. Daphne laurel or Spurge laurel (Daphne laure-
ola) is appearing en-masse on approximately twenty properties on Grays 
and Clegg roads. 
 

Daphne laurel is a known environmental weed of wet forests in New Zea-
land and western USA, but it occurs nowhere else in Australia. As it loves 
shady, wet forest, there is a high possibility that, if left untreated it would 
spread throughout Fern Tree, throughout the lower slopes of kunanyi/ Mt 
Wellington, and further to Tasmania's wet forest understorey. 
 

All parts of the plant are poisonous to humans, including its black berries. It 
grows to about 1metre. It has simple, glossy leaves in a radial pattern 
around the stem; the fleshy stem has a nasty smell when scraped. It seems to 
spread rapidly under trees where birds perch. 
 

Fern Tree Bushcare Group, with support from Hobart City Council, has 
been awarded a grant of several thousand dollars to engage professional 
weed contractors to tackle and hopefully eradicate this weed on private 
properties. In May, landowners in Clegg / Grays roads will receive a letter 
of explanation from Bushcare. If you receive one of these letters, please re-
turn the attached Expression of Interest form, so we Bushcarers can negoti-
ate a time to visit, map the weed and tackle it. Please nudge your friends and 
neighbours to do the same! 
 

Weed control will be a combination of Bushcare volunteer working bees, 
and professional weed contractors. If you have any concerns we would be 
happy to discuss and work around them.  
This is a great opportunity for our community to come together and support 
each other for our own benefit, at no cost to us. Please help! 

FTCA online: www.ferntree.tas.au 
Have you ever checked out the Fern Tree web page? There is a new section 
on the local environmental weeds in Fern Tree. Fern Tree Community also 
has a Facebook page. If you 'like' the FB page you will receive updates about 
upcoming events and local news. Please check it out. 


