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Thanks to Andrew Wilkie MHR for assistance in printing this community newsletter 

Fern Tree Community Association Inc., 8 Stephenson Place, Fern Tree. GST Registered. ABN 88 577 475 907.  

The Fern Tree Community Association is a non-profit group set up to serve and represent the community of Fern 

Tree. Meetings that are open to all residents elect a committee each year to conduct the association’s business. 

Address all correspondence to: The Secretary, Fern Tree Community Association, 8 Stephenson Pl, Fern Tree, 7054 

or email secretary@ferntree.tas.au. Community website: ferntree.tas.au 

Upcoming Events 
 

Bushcare 
Sunday Feb 14th 

10am-12.30pm 
Bracken Lane Fire Trail 

 

Bushcare 
Sunday Mar 13th 

10am-12.30pm 
Bracken Lane Fire Trail 

 

BOOK FAIR & 
SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Sunday March 20th 

9am-3pm 
At Community Centre 

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Tuesday April 26th 
7.30pm 

At Community Centre 
 

Bushcare 
Sunday Apr 10th 

10am-12.30pm 
Lower Dunn’s Creek 

 

Bushcare 
Sunday May 8th 
10am-12.30pm 

Lower Dunn’s Creek 

Playgroup 
Wednesdays 
9.30-1130am 

 

Yoga 
Wednesdays 
6pm-7.20pm 

 
WildLife Monitoring  at Ridgeway Park, 5.30 pm, Friday 19 February. 
Meet: Corner of Chimney Pot Hill and Ridgeway Rd, Ridgeway 
Contact Coordinator bushcare@hobartcity.com.au or 6238 2884 
 

Ridgeway Bushcare - Sunday 13 March - meet 2pm at Y junction 
(Corner of Chimney Pot Hill and Ridgeway Rd) Ridgeway for gorse 
work.  Protecting Ridgeway's woodland and wildlife. Contact: Sue Drake 
0402741399 

HCC Free green 
waste weekend at 
South Hobart tip, 

for residents: 
20 & 21 February 

2016 

Fern Tree Community Association Inc.        

NEWSLETTER 
ferntree.tas.au                 February 2016 

MAO’S LAST DANCER 

Sunday 20th March 
9am — 3pm 

at the Fern Tree Community Centre. 
Plenty of books at amazingly low prices! Have some refreshments 

while you are here. DONATIONS of BOOKS very welcome. 
The yellow bin will be on the verandah at the Community Centre from 

13th February, and donations can be left in the bin at any time. 
Enquries: 6239 1206 

  FERN TREE FIRE BRIGADE NEWS 
  Fire Brigade Lolly Run 
 

  Thank you for the great community support, allowing this event   
to go ahead again last Christmas Eve.  As retailer sponsorship is 

drying up, it's likely that we’ll be relying more and more on you and the brigade 
membership to keep the run going in future.  Thank you again for your support. 
 

Your Bushfire Preparations 
On the heels of 2015, as one of the driest years on record, it's not too late to work 
on: 

- maintaining a defendable space around your home 
- securing your house to prevent any ember entry 
- monitoring the weather forecasts 
- being vigilant for fires in southern Tasmania that could impact on our area 
- checking your household bushfire survival plan. 

 

Remember, planning to leave early is always the safest option. 
Keep safe this Summer.  Garry Sullivan AFSM, Brigade Chief. 

mailto:bushcare@hobartcity.com.au
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METRO BUS SERVICE 
A new Metro bus timetable came into 
effect in January. 
With this newsletter residents will 
receive a compact copy of the starting 
times of just those buses which travel all 
the way between Fern Tree and Hobart, 
whether by Huon Road (Bus No. 448) or 
by Strickland Avenue (Bus No. 449).  
For more information, check the notices 
at the bus stops or collect a full timetable 
from the Metro Shop or from the Metro 
website, www.metrotas.com.au 
Fern Tree residents are encouraged to 
make use of the service, if we want it to 
be maintained. In addition, more people 
using the bus means lower car usage, 
lower petrol costs, lower greenhouse gas 
emissions, less traffic congestion and 
lower parking costs. It’s good for your 
health, and it connects you to other 
members of your community. You could 
start by trying the bus once a week. The 
Metro Green Card system is efficient 
and offers discount rates for users. 
 

The Quiz Night, held on November 7th, 
was very successful. Eight teams 
competed for the prizes and a good time 
was had by all. FTCA thanks Len, Gay 
and Gil for organizing yet another 
entertaining and diverse set of questions, 
Eva Ruzicka for being the Quizmaster, 
and the committee members for setting 
up, clearing up, finding prizes and 
organizing the raffle.  Proceeds totalled 
approximately $835. 
The Association is extremely grateful to 
the businesses and individuals who 
donated prizes, unfortunately we ran out 
of space to list them all here. 
 

December Market, Sunday 6th, 2015. 
This was a small event with only 8 
stallholders, although in the main it was 
worthwhile. Total proceeds to the 
Association, mainly for refreshments, 

came to over $374, a very helpful 
addition to the FTCA coffers. However, 
there is a clear need for more local 
participation, for wider advertising, and 
perhaps moving it to November. The 
Committee welcomes suggestions and 
will look at the event again, possibly for 
November this year. 
 

Fern Tree Carols, Dec 20th, 2015. 
Wet weather saw the Carols move 
indoors again this Christmas. The 
Community Centre was almost full and 
the singing enthusiastic  – nothing beats 
community singing! – and it was a very 
enjoyable event.  Following a rehearsal 
in the morning, the children present led 
the singing for “Silent Night” and 
“Rudolph”, to great acclaim. The 
evening was efficiently organised by 
Gabi and Ray, while Phil Sansom again 
held the program together as MC.   
Thank you to all who participated. 
 

Yoga in Fern Tree  
New and returning students are welcome 
to join the weekly classes, which consist 
of yoga postures, breathing practices and 
yoga nidra (deep relaxation). Yoga is 
non-competitive and suitable for all ages 
and stages. Emphasis is on creating ease, 
vitality and wellbeing in both body and 
mind. 

Yoga Classes 
Wednesdays 6.00 - 7.20pm 
Fern Tree Community Centre  
Catharine: 0418 276 896             

Playgroup 
Wednesdays 9.30 - 11.30am 
Fern Tree Community Centre  
Contact Megan: 0447 828 713             
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Fern Tree Tavern 

Lunch and Dinner 

Open 11.30am till late, 7 days 

FTCA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 2016 
Tuesday 26th April, 7.30pm at the Community Centre. 

The new committee will be elected, followed by a guest speaker (to be confirmed) 
Please come to the meeting and support your local Community Association.  
Consider volunteering for the Committee; new blood is always invigorating for the 
Association and you will have the satisfaction of meeting more locals while working 
for the benefit of your community. 

 

Botaniko Art Group meets  at the FT Community Centr e on Wednesday after -
noons. The group studied under well-known Australian botanical artist, Lauren 
Black. Their work produced at the Community Centre has resulted in two exhibi-
tions. The current exhibition Knopwood’s Kitchen garden 1804–1824  opened at 
Narryna in December. 
Although there are few physical remains of the first bountiful garden in Battery 
Point planted by the Rev Robert Knopwood, it has been brought to life in this botan-
ical exhibition at Narryna Heritage Museum, 103 Hampden Road, Battery Point. 
‘Knopwood’s Kitchen Garden 1804-1824’  exhibition  continues until Sunday, 15 
May 2016.  
Opening Hours: Tuesday – Saturday 10 – 4.30pm;  Sundays 12 – 4.30pm. 
Admission to Narryna including the Exhibition: Adults $10,  Concession $8   

Environmental weeds in Fern Tree 
The following garden plants are invasive 
and harmful to the ecological balance of 
kunanyi/Wellington Park. These plants 
also reduce habitat for native wildlife and 
birds, and change soil conditions to facili-
tate their own spread.  
Please consider removing these plants 
from your garden; 
Cherry laurel, Cotoneaster, Elderberry, 
Daphne laurel, Foxglove, Hemlock, Hol-
ly, Pittosporum undulatum & P. tenuifoli-
um, Radiata pine & Thistles 
The following are declared weeds:  
Blackberry, Broom, Darwin’s barberry 
Elisha’s tears, Karamu – Coprosma ro-
busta & Spanish heath. 
 
Foxglove is spreading very rapidly in 
Fern Tree. It is toxic, transforms our gar-
dens, and rapidly colonises natural clear-
ings in Wellington Park. Cut off flower 
heads & bin them, being careful not to let 
the seed grains fall. (Wear gloves, in case 
of a reaction). Uproot the rosettes, shake 

soil off and leave the plant to dry out. Or, 
spray with a selective herbicide.  
If you wish, I am happy to come over and 
help identify plants, advise and demon-
strate weed control. 
If you want to learn more, you could 
come to Fern Tree Bushcare. Lots of op-
portunities to learn & participate, and no 
pressure to come regularly. There’s also 
local handymen Ken Fishwick & Chris 
Wagstaff (Mountain Property Mainte-
nance). See also; 
www.nrmsouth.org.au/resources/
brochures 
www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/
weeds/environmental-weeds 
Please let’s think wider than our own 
gardens! 
Bec Johnson: 0407 391961 

http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/environmental-weeds
http://www.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/invasive-species/weeds/environmental-weeds

